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Local racer wms Victory series with ‘69 Dartzilla

CAR CARE

SAVINGS)S

Pull in to Walmart for fast deals at low, low
prices on top quality car care products, and
car batteries.

Complete Car Care

GIFT PACK

Auto Drive Car Wash
Armor All Ultimate Microfiber Edge

Car Care Holiday Gift Towel Super Tech RV &
Marine Antlfreeze

319 5491 s958

Hwy. 28 E.

Owensville, MO
m Open: Daily 7 a.m.

o 10 p.m.
Save money. Live better. etopm

BY ROXIE MURPHY
ADVOCATE STAFF WRITER
rmurphy@wardpub.com

OWENSVILLE — Living in a small
town usually means taking up a hobby. That
hobby tends to spread as word gets out, and
before long, a niche is born.

That’s what happened in the 1980s when
hot rod cars were daily drivers and street
races on Highway Y west of Owensville
started “atthe Cedartree and ended at Meyer
Road,” says 2019 Nostalgia Victory Series
Champion Dennis Spurgeon of Rosebud.
“It’s a hobby, along with other guys — who
are doing it as a hobby,” Spurgeon said. It’s
not for the money, it’s for the thrill of the
competition and building the cars and mak-
ing them perform the way we like them to.”

Spurgeon’s win may have legitimized
his hobby to some who weren’t impressed
with a self-described “dabbler in weekend
races” — but for Spurgeon, love of fast cars
and races began when he was a young man.

“I spent a lot of time street racing, which
everybody thinks is dangerous,” Spurgeon
said. “I started visiting drag strips, which

See Dartzilla page 3B

Bang Up Job? oontworny

We’'ll set it straight without putting a big dent in your wallet.

+ Auto Refinishing « Frame Straightening
« Car-o-liner Unibody Repair System
+ Air Filtration Downdraft Spray/Bake Paint Booth
*+ Guaranteed Paint Colormatch
+ ASE Certified Technicians « Written Warranty

302 N. 1st St., OQwensville 573-437-2240
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Dartzilla * From page 2B

you have to travel to because there are few
in the area. I was more comfortable as a
racer there because I felt safer and they have
safety measures.”

Missouri used to have several dragstrip
racetracks, including those in Wentzville,
Pevely, and Sullivan. Spurgeon attended
and won his first dragstrip race in 1997,
and won again in his second and third races.
From there, Spurgeon said he was hooked.

That was 40 years ago or more when
Spurgeon acquired a 1969 Dodge Dart, the
first car that I ever built for drag racing only
was a 1969 Dodge Dart with a 340 cubic
engine. There have been a whole bunch of
cars in between, but Spurgeon has moved
back to the ‘69 Dodge Dart again.

“It’s the same kind of car I am racing
today,” Spurgeon said.

The samekind of car he won the Nostalgia
Victory Series with.

“Ipurchased my current 1969 Dodge Dart
about 10 years ago,” Spurgeon said. “The
purple one in the photo is what I race now.”

With a440 cubic Chrysler engine, the car
had previously been built for street racing.
Spurgeon loved it, so he made it go faster.

“I went through the car from front to
rear, replaced the engine with a 449 cubic

engine,” Spurgeon said. “It’s
not a streetcar now in any way. I putin aroll
cage, and totally set it up for drag racing.”

While he does most ofthe work on the car
himself, he orders parts from Tom Reed at
Midwest Auto and Car Quest and O’Reilly
Auto Parts. Chuck Lewis at Central Tire
sponsors his car by helping him keep good
tires on it.

“Every aspect of the car is completely,
totally gone over before each race to make
surenothingis wrong,” Spurgeon said. “You
could hurt yourself or kill yourself if not.”

It’s during the offseason thathe completes
detailed maintenance, and fellow racers who
are doing the same thing are willing to chip
in helpful advice.

“We are all best buddies until the green
light comes on,” Spurgeon joked.

His current racer, the Dodge Dart, was
built specifically to participate in the races
that he loved.

“This car is set up to race in the Nos-
talgia Superstock Series, which represents
and glorifies the superstock cars of the
1960s, and what we run premiers on that,”
Spurgeon said. “It is built per rules of the
Nostalgia Victory Superstock Series along
with the safety requirements of the NHRA
drag racing series. We compete all around

{ =

e 0il Changes
e Brake Service

212 Hwy. 28E - Belle, MO

573.859.6324

- e Paintless Dent Removal
O Hail Damage ~ Door Dings L bl
e Full Auto Glass Replacement s

and Chip Repairs
e Automotive Accessories

Running Boards, Leveling Kits,

Lift Kits, Performance Upgrades
e Headliner Replacement

e Towing/Rollback Service
e Check Engine Light Diagnosis

WHITE AUTO GLASS

WHITE MOTOR CoO.

In business for over 60 years

R

the midwest.”

VictoryNSS.com lists all the rules torace
in the Nostalgia series, which includes a su-
perstock, big block engine, dual four barrels,
gasoline fuel only — no power adders of
any kind, including E85 fuel, — and rear
tires must be no
wider than 10.5
inches wide, just
to name a few.

“Everything is \
manually operated
to race the cars old-
school style,” Spur-
geon explained.
“No electronics
allowed what-
so-ever.”

No, the car
is no longer
street-legal, but
for Spurgeon, that
was never the
point.

“Thatlittle quar-
ter-mile cruiseis more
fun than any cruise you have
ever been on in your life,”

See Dartzilla page 4B
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CLEANEST USED CARS AROUND

Stan Lowder
573-437-2284
3639 Hwy. 19 South
Owensville, MO

No Salvage Titles ® Trade-ins Welcome
Select Used Cars, Trucks and Vans

2013 Dodge Dart SXT
only 92,xxx Miles

Ask us about
| ASCAuto |
4 Warranties for #48
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Dartzilla »
From page 3B

he said.

Drag racing season begins in May and
runs through September. After that, it is
open as weather permits through Decem-
ber. That’s when Spurgeon, his son Dustin
Christensen, grandson Brody Christensen,
Spurgeon’s brother Randy Spurgeon, along
with fellow local drag racers Jimmy Bran-
don, Michel Goggin, and James Goggin
load up and set out for the races.

“Most cars in the Owensville area are
in the nine and ten-second range, which
includes speeds of 130 miles per hour in a
quarter-mile at a standing start,” Spurgeon
explained. “There is so many people in our
area that don’trealize some of these cars are
sitting in garages close to them.”

Between40and 50 cars are pulled to drag
racing tracks between Texas and Minnesota
to compete in the series races. Points are
accumulated at each race and add up at the
final championship race.

Spurgeon described the Championship
race day in September 2019 as a balmy 70
degrees.

“Every event is a two-day race,” Spur-
geon explained. “Most all of us spent the
night at the race track in motor homes or
racingtrailer quarters. Like aracing camping
trip with tire smoke and the sweet smell of
spent racing fuel.”

His friend and fellow racer Brandon,
a former State Tech instructor, wrote the
following:

“Going into the finals, Dennis Spurgeon
was in third place in the points standing.
Michel Goggin was in 12th place. It was
an exciting race because there was only a
20-point spread between the number six
driver and the number one driver, so the
champion could be won by any of the top
six drivers after a full season of racing,”
Brandon wrote. “So any of these drivers
had a path to victory for the championship.”

The Best Quality
:.£15-282-9996 f — 'OUr heares4

Call

& Value In America

»fributa
f

LOCAL DRAG race enthusiasts (from left) Randy Spurgeon, Chris Schneider, from Jefferson City race director for the series, and Dennis
Spurgeon with one of Dennis'race trophies from the last five years.

Brandon saidnone ofthe Owensville area
drivers had qualified very high in the order.
Those from the Owensville area who were
racing included himself, Randy Spurgeon,
James Goggin, Michel Gogginand Brandon.

“Forty cars from all over the midwest
were on hand to compete in the finals. The
first round of eliminations were losses for
James Gogginand Randy Spurgeon. Michel
Goggin was knocked out of the number
11-points driver in the first round but fell in
the second round of eliminations. Brandon
met with Spurgeon in round three, where
Spurgeon managed to win a close double
breakout race, which also gave him bye-
run to the finals due to the odd number of
cars. A bye run happens with a situation

See Dartzilla page 6B
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THIS BUD'S FORYg

DENNIS SPURGEON (center, holding the trophy) in the winner’s circle at St Louis Gateway Raceway, now World Wide Technology Raceway in Illinois in September 2019, sur-
rounded by all the drivers in the Victory Nostalgia Super Stock Series.
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that arises when a driver doesn’t have an
opponent to run with He then takes a solo
pass to eliminate the benefit coming from
a less-used engine.

Spurgeon raced Tom Hoffman, a three-
time Victory Series Champion, in the finals
and it was again a close double breakout
race that Spurgeon took to win the event. He
became the 2019 Victory Series Champion.

“That’s just cool that an Owensville area
guy won that,” Spurgeon said about his
win, driving his 1969 Dodge Dart that he
named Dartzilla, the number “7” painted on
top of Plum Crazy purple. The car’s known
number is 777.

Spurgeon tells his championship story
with pizazz.

“That particular year came down to the
final race — 12 of the 40 cars were math-
ematically able to win the championship
— the stats were tight,” Spurgeon began.
“WhenIwentintotherace, I wasthree points
behind the leader and two points behind the
second-place contender.”

The drag race ran as a ladder where you
have to keep winning rounds to make it to
the finals. There were 39 cars at the final

race and everybody that was racing was
watching the points.

“The more rounds you win, the more
points you got,” Spurgeon said. “The race
ironically turned out that the top three in the
points were the last three guys left. Which
meant that of those three guys, whoever won
the final race would win the championship.”

Spurgeon said the bye-run in a semi-final
gave hima free round into the final race. The
guy in first won against the guy in second
place in the final round. Spurgeon raced
the winner and won by .006 thousandths
of a second.

“It was tight,” Spurgeon said. “You can
see the race on YouTube at WWT2019NS-
SFinals.”

The race that took place at the St. Lou-
is Gateway Raceway, now World Wide
Technology Raceway in Illinois, marked
Spurgeon as Owensville’s first champion
winner ofadragracing eventsince two local
men campaigned two national caliber top
alcohol dragsters, driven by Doug McCann
and Larry Lay in the 1980s, according to
Brandon. Those cars set track records and
won national events.

Joseph

__Skornia’s
AULOo Repair

e Tune-Ups ¢ Brakes e Tires

* Batteries ¢ Lube Jobs ¢ Engine Work
e Suspension Work e Drive Line

e Computer Diagnostics ® & more

y Joseph and Teresa Skornia
DBA-Skornia’s Auto Repair
4E 6th Street
Gerald, MO 63037
(6th Street And South Main)

(573)764-4487

“That legacy is still going strong,”
Brandon said.

Spurgeon said he would love to see more
tracks in Missouri because there are so many
racers who travel out-of-state to compete.
He has shared his love of the hobby with
his son, and last year he purchased a junior
dragster for his 9-year-old grandson Brody.

This is something he will always be able to
share with his boys — a hobby that goes
back to his youth, that started on an open
road outside of his hometown with a bunch
of guys has gone further than he could ever
have known.

“Istillenjoy streetracing,” Spurgeon said.
“That is a big part of American culture.”

At American Family Insurance, we know your car is more than four
wheels that get you from point A to point B — it’s also freedom to
pursue the things important to you. Which is why you’ll want to make
sure you have the proper protection

Contact me today to learn more or get a quote.

Theresa Ditto, Agent

109 S 1st St, Owensville, MO 65066
Bus: (573) 437-3726
tditto@amfam.com

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

®

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.I. and Its Operating Companies
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 014813 - 5/18 ©2018 - 9854234
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LAST YEAR Dennis Spurgeon purchased a junior dragster for his 9-year-old grandson
Brody Christensen (above). Spurgeon’s son Dustin Christensen has also become addicted
to the sport, racing a 1966 Plymouth Belvedere (photo left) called Bad Influence.

DRY FORK STEEL
& SUPPLY, LLG

maintenance
brake service
tune-ups
repairs

flush & fill

1360 Hwy. CC ¢ Bland, MO
573-417-0511
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T dent & bumper répair
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- collision damage

Allen Lowder: 573-437-6428

3639 Hwy. 19 South ® Owensville, MO
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How to effectively and safely
sanitize a car

e COVID-19 pandemic changed

I the way people live. One readily felt

effect was spending more time at

home. Vehicles sat idle in driveways and

even some automotive insurance providers

reduced rates because people were driving
much less.

Even with stay-at-home measures in
place, people still need to leave their homes
to stock up on essentials, such as food or
medicine. In other cases, people may have
been essential workers who drive for a liv-
ing, including delivery drivers or health care
personnel who were incapable of working
from home.

Any time a person goes out in public, he
or she runs the risk of contracting viruses.
Bacteria and germs may reside on various
surfaces, including those inside vehicles.

People want to protect themselves and
now are more aware of the importance of
frequently cleaning and sanitizing their
cars. Keeping a vehicle safe to drive with-
out affecting its upholstery or electronic
components is paramount.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention makes a distinction between
cleaning and disinfecting. Cleaning refers
to the removal of germs, dirt and impurities
from surfaces. It does notkill germs, but can
lower their numbers. Disinfecting refers to
using chemicals to kill germs on surfaces.
The following are some ways to deeply
clean and sanitize a car.

Wash hands

First and foremost, it is crucial to wash
your hands before and after using the car.
This can reduce the likelihood of growing
ill because of transferred viruses or bacteria.

Use rubbing alcohol
Solutions that contain 70 percent alcohol
are effective againstmany viruses and bacte-

ria, including coronaviruses, says the CDC.
Furthermore, Jeff Stout, Executive Director
of Global Innovation at Yanfeng Automotive
Interiors, says that, for the most part, nearly
every interior surface of a vehicle can be
cleaned with isopropyl alcohol. Plastic to
painted chrome to imitation leather have
been tested to ensure they don’t degrade
when exposed to pure isopropyl alcohol.

Avoid bleach or hydrogen
peroxide

Whilebleachandperoxideare very effec-
tive cleaners and sanitizers, they are likely
to damage a car’s upholstery, according to
Consumer Reports.

Use soap and water

Experts say that vigorous washing with
a soap-and-water solution can be effective
againstmany contaminants because it breaks
downtheprotective envelope that surrounds
coronaviruses and other germs to disarm
them. Friction also can help to break down
germ cells during cleaning.

“You want to do the best with what you
have, so even soap and water can chip away
at the risk,” says Stephen Thomas, M.D.,
ChiefofInfectious Diseases and Director of
Global Health at Upstate Medical University
in Syracuse, NY.

Address frequently touched
surfaces

Pay attention to the steering wheel, door
handles, buttons, touchscreen displays, shift
lever, and more when sanitizing. Each of
these items can harbor germs.

Deep-cleaning a vehicle has become a
necessity since COVID-19 emerged. Fre-
quently cleaning and sanitizing can help
make vehicles safer to operate.

L. Stewart Automotive LLC

Larry & Janet Stewart ~ Owners

and
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than ever, whether you’re at home

or on the go. Connecting to Wi-Fi is
typically easy athome, but whatabout when
you’re in the car?

Wi-Fi-enabled vehicles are becoming hot
commodities for drivers. There are various
ways to access the internet in a car. Drivers
can buy an add-on device. Even mobile
gadgets thataren’t specifically designed for
vehicle applications can be easily connected.
The devices plug into the 12-voltaccessory
outlet. OBD II devices connect to a car’s
OBD 1I port. This is most often located
below the steering wheel. Mechanics use
this port to run digital vehicle diagnostics.
However, it also can be used to create a
Wi-Fi hot spot with an OBD device.

Another option is to use a smartphone to
create a mobile hotspot through a cellular
data plan. Anyone in the car can then tether
their phones or other devices to the smart-
phone to access the internet.

Many vehicles are now equipped with
theirown Wi-Ficapabilities. Thismeans you

Staying connected is more important

~z2 Republican

How to get a Wi-Fi enabled car

will not need an extra device to access the
internet. However, you will probably need
tosignup for anadditional data plan through
whatever service the car manufacturer uses
to offer Wi-Fi capability or through your
mobile phone carrier. AllConnect.com says
Wi-Fi plans for vehicles start as low as $10
per month and may include unlimited data.
Furthermore, car Wi-Fi is often different
from a mobile hotspot because it is likely
to offer better connection and more security
while preserving mobile data and phone
battery life. Cars that are not equipped
with Wi-Fi can have it as an add-on with
an installed wireless vehicle router. These
routers range from $200 to $600 and are
professionally installed.

Having Wi-Fiinavehicle is handy when
taking road trips or when work requires
internet connectivity. Dedicated vehicle
internet can help save on mobile phone
data plans and battery life. Plus, people
increasingly staying at home can rely on a
vehicle’s Wi-Fi system as a back-up should
their home internet go down.

573-437-7700

505 Henry Street  Owensville, MO 65066  RABelloir@hotmail.com
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Technology that can make
driving safer

in modern life that it can sometimes

prove hard to ignore, even when
drivers are behind the wheel. In fact, data
fromthe National Security Council indicates
that more than 700 people are injured in
distracted driving crashes every day, and
many of those crashes involve drivers who
were distracted by their devices.

While technology can distract drivers,
indirectly making the roads more danger-
ous as a result, the following technological
advancements also can make driving con-
siderably safer.

Technology playssuchasignificantrole

Backup camera

Seasoned drivers know that danger can
arise at any time
while driving, in-
cludingwhenback-
ing out of one’s
own driveway
or even a park-
ing spot. Backup
cameratechnology
feeds video directly
to drivers’ dash-
boards, allowing
them to get a clear
view of what is directly behind their vehi-
cles. Thisreduces the risk of hitting anyone,
including small children playing in the
driveway and pedestrians on the sidewalk,
when driving in reverse.

Auto emergency braking

These systems, sometimes referred to as
“AEB” ondealership window stickers, alert
drivers to imminent danger. AEB systems
can independently brake when drivers are
notresponding to danger, preventing poten-
tially deadly collisions. Systems may detect

cars bothnear and far, making them valuable
whendriving on crowded city streets as well
as on highways where cars may not be so
close but are driving at high speeds. AEB
systems may even detect pedestrians. Some
vehicles can even be equipped with rear
automatic emergency braking systems, or
Rear AEB, which automatically apply the
brakes if sensors detect objects behind the
vehicle while it’s in reverse.

LED headlights

LED headlights may not inspire the
awe of backup cameras or AEB systems,
but they can be just as effective at making
driving safer. LED headlights tend to pro-

duce greater light output than traditional

headlamps, making
it easier for driv-
ers to see at night.
LED headlights also
last much longer
than halogen bulbs,
meaning they won’t
fadeas quickly, keep-
ing more light on
the road for longer
periods of time.

Autonomous cruise control

Autonomous cruise control, orACC, sys-
tems operate in similar fashion to traditional
cruise control with a key distinction. When
engaged, ACC systems adjust vehicle speeds
so cars and trucks maintain a safe distance
from vehicles ahead of them.

Technology has forever changed the way
peopledrive. Modern vehicles are safer than
ever before thanks to technological advance-
ments that help drivers avoid accidents in
myriad ways.

o StateFarm’
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» What noisy brakes may be telling you
-

e only noises many drivers ever want to hear

I coming from their vehicles are the sounds of

their favorite songs blasting from their car
stereos. But cars sometimes make noises that aren’t
nearly as inviting as music.

Noises that seem to pop up when applying the
brakes can be especially scary for motorists. No one
wants to drive a vehicle with faltering or suspect
brakes, so learning to distinguish between the two
most common brake noises can be a wise move for
drivers.

Grinding brakes

The automotive retailer Pep Boys® notes that
grinding noises indicate a serious problem with the
braking system. According to CarsDirect.com, there
aretwo major causes behind the grinding noise made
by brakes. If the grinding sound is audible when
pressing on the brake pedal, this likely because the
rotor disc is coming into contact with part of the
caliper. This typically occurs because the brake pads
orrotors are extremely worn down, causing the steel
backing ofthe worn out pad to grind against the rotor.
In suchinstances, Pep Boys® recommends replacing
the brake pads immediately.

If the grinding noise is audible while the vehicle
is in motion, debris might be stuck inside the brakes.

LU

2020 ECOSPORT

DEALS TOO BIG TO MISS.

2020 ESCAPE 2020 RANGER 2020 F-150

HERE’S A DEAL THAT OUGHT
TO GET SOME TRACTION.

BUY FOUR SELECT TIRES, GET A $140 REBATE BY MAIL

when you use the Ford Service Credit Card:

Drivers might be able to dislodge this debris by re-
peatedly moving their cars forward and backwardina
safe place, such as a driveway. If that does not work,
have the brakes serviced by a qualified mechanic.

Squealing

Many drivers are familiar with the high-pitched
squealing sound that comes from their vehicles or
those of fellow motorists. That squeal, while certainly
not music to the ears, might be a good thing. That’s
because Pep Boys® notes that some brake pads are
equipped with small steel clips that serve as wear
indicators. When brake pads have worn down, these
devices produce a squealing sound to let drivers
know it’s time to get new brake pads.

But squealing can be indicative of other things as
well. Squealing noises are sometimes heard immedi-
ately after brake pads or rotors have been replaced.
Insuchinstances, the noise typically subsides within
a day or two once the pads have been broken in.

Glazed pads also can create a squealing sound.
When calipers stick, the brakes stay partially applied,
producing excessive friction or heat. The heat causes
the brake pads to glaze.

No one wants to hear noises coming from their
brakes. However, such noises are often a car’s way
of telling drivers that brakes need to be serviced.
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Fall Car Care

time of year to hit the open road.

Fall foliage annually provides an
idyllic backdrop for fall road trips. But
2020 is a year unlike any other, and
veteran road trippers may wonder if
it’s wise, or even legal, to take to the
open road this fall.

The COVID-19 virus has forced lo-
cal governments to implement various
changesaimed at preventing the spread
of the potentially deadly virus. While
interstate travel during the outbreak
is different, it’s not illegal. Howev-
er, many states put specific policies
in place that mandated out-of-state
visitors self-quarantine for a certain
period time, most often 14 days. Such
measures compelled many would-be
travelers to remain within the borders
of their home states.

But traveling need not be a relic
of the past because of a pandemic. In
fact, travel enthusiasts can hit the open
road this fall with their peace of mind
intact, especially if they follow a few
safety precautions while heading off
for parts unknown.

* Determine how far you really
need to go. Restrictions have been
lifted in many areas, but it’s still most
convenient for drivers to stay somewhat
close to home, ideally within their own
states. That makes it easy for them to
buy food, gas, use a restroom, or visit
a park or monument without violating
the spirit of quarantine mandates. A
trip need not cross borders to be fun.

* Plan for fewer pitstops. The fewer

F all has traditionally been a great

stops drivers make on their trips, the
lower their risk of being exposed to
the COVID-19 virus. In lieu of dining
out during your trip, pack your lunch at
home and take it with you. In addition,
fill up your car before embarking on
your trip so you don’t have to visit the
filling station while on the road. Bring
enough water and snacks so you can
stay hydrated and don’tbecome hungry
while out and about.

* Get a tuneup before your trip. No
one wants to confront car trouble during
aroadtrip,andthat’s especially sowhen
traveling during a pandemic. A break-
down during a pandemic may force
drivers to visit roadside body shops
or arrange for tow trucks, potentially
putting them at greater risk of getting
COVID-19. Drivers should take their
cars in fora tuneup before taking aroad
trip to lower that risk.

* Avoid densely populated areas if
you intend to get out of your vehicle.
If you intend to get out of your vehicle
during a road trip, avoid visiting areas
that tend to draw large crowds. Popu-
lar lookout points may provide some
beautiful fall views, butsuch points also
draw crowds that may exceed the limits
on group gatherings recommended by
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and state health agencies.

It’s possible to travel during a pan-
demic. But drivers must take extra
precautions toreduce theirrisk ofbeing
exposed to potentially deadly viruses
like COVID-19.
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Get your windshield
repaired at no charge to
you. Windshield Chip
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no deductible.
Windshields

Replaced If
7 Needed

AUTO DETAILING
Everything from Hand Wash Jobs to Complete Auto Detailing

RENTAL CARS - DAILY OR WEEKLY

Serving the area for over 37 Years!

fioabythe
Nt >
AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE
[ —————

302 N. 1st St., Owensville 573-437-2240



Fall Car Care

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2020 @ PAGE 13B

-7 Republican

What maintenance schedule does my car need?

ehicle maintenance sched-
Vules vary depending on
manufacturer recommen-
dations. In addition, the way a
car is driven and the environment
it’s driven in can dictate if routine
maintenance like oil changes needs
to occur more frequently orifbelts
and hoses need to be replaced soon-
erthan manufacturersrecommend.
Many people drive in ways that
align with routine maintenance
schedules. However, drivers who
put excessive wear and tear on
their vehicles may have to follow
a “severe” maintenance schedule.
According to the automotive in-
formation site Car Gurus, many
manufacturers adhere to a 30-60-
90schedule, meaning certainitems
need to be inspected, changed or
replaced at 30,000, 60,000 and
90,000 miles. Certain vehicle
parts wear outat predictable intervals, while
others, such as rubber gaskets, windshield
washer blades and tires, will degrade at
irregular intervals.
It is generally recommended to speak
with a mechanic and discuss driving habits
to ensure vehicles operate efficiently and

at peak capacity. The following are some
conditions that may necessitate frequent
maintenance.

* Urban driving: Stop-and-go traffic in
an urban setting can wear cars out more
quickly than highway driving. Experts say
lubricants found in motor oil break down
rapidly under these and other conditions,

Did you know?

At least one automotive manufacturer has taken a cue from NASA and offers
drivers what they believe to be the ultimate in passenger comfort — zero gravity
seats. These seats, available on various Nissan vehicles, are designed to maximize
comfort while reducing fatigue. In space there is no gravity force, so people can
assume a relaxed posture that is comfortable and minimizes stress on the body. The
zero gravity seats mimic that by trying to create a neutral posture position. These
specially designed seats offer continuous support for the hips, pelvis, chest, and
back. The cushions also flex in response to unique pressure points on the body. Peo-
ple who frequently take long car rides or find their body feels tired after sitting in
the car for long stretches of time may benefit from zero gravity car seat technology.
These seats became a new feature in 2015 on various Nissan models. Other vehicle
manufacturers also may have seats that offer similar support systems.

JIM KREUTZER, Owner

573-437-3636
573-308-5349 cell

We work on domestic & foreign
vehicles, diesel & gas engines, and
big trucks including road tractors
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OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 TO 6; SATURDAY 8 TO 1; SUNDAY BY APPT.
2 MILES OUT OF DRAKE ON MIORRE ROAD

including especially hot temperatures.

* Short trips: Frequent, short trips can
take a toll on a vehicle. Again, this may be
a problem for those who reside in cities or
bustling suburbs. Short trips of no more than
five miles can contribute to an accumulation
of water vapor that dilutes motor oil and
adversely affects its efficacy.

* Heavy loads: Advanced Auto
Parts says transporting or towing
heavy loads can put more wear
and tear on a vehicle. Loads can
include cargo or passengers.

* Dusty or salty environments:
Dust can accumulate in air filters
and clog internal engine compo-
nents. Similarly, living close to the
coastand salt water also can cause
carpartstorustordegrade quickly.

* Extreme temperature con-
ditions: People who reside in
extremely cold or extremely
hot climates may find that their
vehicles have to work that much
harder to operate, reducing the
life span of automotive fluids,
parts (especially carbatteries) and
the overall vehicle unless action
is taken.

For those who frequently en-
counter these severe conditions,
switching to a severe maintenance schedule
with the guidance of an automotive service
shop can help. The added cost of more fre-
quent fluid changes and other maintenance
can be recuperated by fewer breakdowns
and the reduced need for potentially costly

George
(573) 578-5582

106B South L & D Drive ¢ Owensville, MO 65066

573-437-2999

repairs.
] E

Sales and Service, LLC

Chuck
(573) 578-5082

We are proud to carry

Firestone

Passenger & Light Duty Truck Tires
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How to lower the cost of auto insurance

uto insurance is a must-have for

drivers. While it might seem hard

to believe, as of 2019 there are still
some places in the United States where
auto insurance is not mandatory. Auto
insurance is mandatory in Canada, though
each province has its own requirements in
terms of the minimum amount of coverage
allowable by law.

Many people, even those in places where
auto insurance is not mandatory, recognize
the importance of being insured before they
getbehind the wheel. However, that doesn’t
mean those same drivers would not like to
cut the cost of their auto insurance policies.
A 2019 analysis from the online financial
resource NerdWallet found that the average
cost of car insurance in the United States is
$1,621 per year. Average insurance costs
vary significantly in Canada, where data
fromthe General Insurance Statistical Agen-
cy found that, in 2019, the average annual
insurance premium in British Columbia
exceeded $1,800, while drivers in Quebec
paid slightly more than $700 annually.

No matter where driverslive, chances are
they would love to lower their auto insurance
costs. While there’s no one-size-fits-all solu-
tion to cutauto insurance premiums, drivers

f‘ »j:a ith AUtO e

can try various strategies to save money on
their policies.

*Raise yourpolicy’s deductibles. Higher
deductibles may sound scary to drivers, but
raising the deductibles is a great way to
lower the cost of auto insurance. The auto
insurance provider Progressive notes that
deductibles typically range from $100 to
$2,000. A driver whose policy has a $100
deductible will pay considerably more on
his policy per month than a driver with a
higher deductible. In fact, the Insurance
Information Institute notes that drivers
who increase their deductibles from $200
to $1,000 can save 40 percent or more on
their coverage costs. Drivers who choose
this option should always be sure they have
enough money in the bank to cover the cost
of their deductibles.

* Bundle your policies. Some drivers
save money on their auto insurance policies
by buying two or more types of insurance
from the same provider. For example,
homeowners may save money by buying
homeowners insurance from their auto
insurance providers or vice versa.

* Research potential discounts. The 111
notes that many companies offer discounts
to policyholders, even if those discounts
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FILL YOUR TANK

With the Money You Save on Auto Insurance!
Call Today for a FREE Policy Review

Agents Brian Rooney
and Steve Havelka
112 N. 7tH ® OwensviLLe, MO

PH 573.437.2100
EmAIL: brooney0 1@hotmail.com

are not necessarily promoted. Drivers can
contact their insurance companies, or shop
around with other providers, to ask about
various discounts that can save them money
on their policies. Anti-theft devices, defen-
sive driving courses, low annual mileage,
and a strong credit record are just a handful

ofthe many potential discounts drivers may
be eligible for.

Drivers can reduce the cost of their auto
insurance policies in various ways, poten-
tially saving themselves hundreds of dollars
each year as a result.

SPeciAL TRANSMISSION
Service AND ReAR ENDS

KR UIALNIIULIR Cars and Large Trucks!

MANUAL. AUTOMATIC. CARS. BIG TRUCKS.
SERVICE. QUALITY. RELIABILITY. ECONOMY.

The next time you suspect transmission trouble, count
on us. No matter what type of car you have, you'll find
our level of service is way above standard.
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...on Autos, Foreign

WE ALSO CAN HANDLE FRONT END SUSPENSION, BRAKES
AND SOME ENGINE WORK

Call for an appointment today

573-4317-8470

605 Raineri Circle * Owensville, MO 65066
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Five convenient tech features
you want in your vehicle

the way people live, and has increas-
ingly changed how they drive as well.
While power windows were once coveted
ashigh-tech features, the sophisticated tech-
nology available in modern cars and trucks
can make earlier tech seem like child’s play.
While some vehicle technology is de-
signedto keep you safe, othertechisall about
comfortand convenience. The following are
five options to consider when purchasing
your next vehicle.

Technology has dramatically changed

1. Telematics

Telematics is a system that can remotely
monitor many components of a vehicle’s
diagnostics and driver behavior. While this
telecommunications technology already is
implemented in delivery, towing and public
transportation industries, it can be utilized
in the private market to track live weather
conditions, traffic, parking lot information,
fuel consumption, and battery power.

2. Cooled seats:

While mostdrivers are familiar with heat-
ed seats, many vehicles now come equipped
with cooled seats as well. These seats can
make it more comfortable to drive on hot
days and improve air flow in the car as they
work in conjunction with vehicle HVAC
systems. Cooled seats can be expensive and
will add weight to a vehicle, so they may be
best forheavy sedans, SUVsand lighttrucks.

3. Wireless phone charging:
Electronic devices have been going
wireless for years, and the newest crop of
wireless techis wireless phone chargers. The

online tech resource CNET says wireless
charging pads have become ubiquitous in of-
fices and homes, but now they’re becoming
useful tools inside cars. Portable charging
pads can plug into the automobile auxiliary
power DC outlet. For example, the X-Doria
Defense Helix wireless car charging mount
with RoboGrip has powered “robotic’ arms
thatautomatically open when you place your
phone near the charger and then clamp shut
afteryou dock it. Wireless charging pads are
builtinto vehicles manufactured by Lincoln
and Mercedes-Benz, and may soon be stan-
dard technology on more cars and trucks.

4, Apple CarPlay:

Mobile phone users tend to fall into two
distinct camps: those who prefer iPhones
and those whorave about Android offerings.
Many car manufactures have realized con-
sumers want CarPlay (and Android Auto)
builtstandard into their vehicles. These apps
allow drivers to access their most-used apps
conveniently withoutan extralearning curve
formanufacturer-specific driverassistapps.

5. Second- and third-row
USB ports:

USB ports for second- and third-row
passengers is essential when moving an
SUV full of kids or taking a road trip with
the family.

Various vehicletech features can improve
comfort and convenience in modern cars
and trucks.

SPEND $25 OR MORE WITH ANY
ADVERTISER IN THE FALL CAR CARE
DITION AND GET
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That’s right. Get $10 off your subscription
(new or renew) when you bring in a receipt of
$25 or more from anyone of the advertisers in

the 2020 Fall Car Care edition.

Hurry, this special ends on December 16.

Receipt from car care advertisers must be dated between
Nov. 11 and Dec. 16, 2020. Limit $10 off per subscription.
Cannot be combine with any other subscription special.
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